
Statement of Center for Migrant Advocacy (CMA)
to the Senate Public Hearing on the Proposed Bills to Create Migrant Hospitals for OFWs and their Families
Laurel Room, November 13, 2007
The Center for Migrant Advocacy, a migrant rights' NGO, whose work focuses on lobby-advocacy for the rights and well being of overseas Filipinos and their families,  welcomes, with appreciation, the manifestation of concern from the authors of the proposed measure, for the health and wellbeing of our OFWs and their families. 

The authors of the proposed measures--Senators Loren Legarda, Manny Villar and Jinggoy Estrada – have manifested in their explanatory notes the urgency to attend to the  health and medical needs of the OFWs and their families, many of whom experience various forms and levels of abuses, exploitation and discrimination while overseas. 

Having said that, we would like to raise a few clarifications on the mechanics of the proposed measures and also vis a vis existing government programs and services for OFWs. We also have some proposals.  

1. Beneficiaries and Funds: In the proposals of Sen. Legarda and Estrada, the beneficiaries will be the members of OWWA since the initial funds will be drawn out from OWWA. Subsequent funding however will already be included in the GAA – do we assume that the services and programs will then be made available to ALL OFWs and their families? 
2. How many and where will the OFW Medical Hospitals be established? Will these be totally new hospital infrastructures as in the proposal of Sen. Villar?
3. Medicare and Philhealth: In 2005, OWWA Medicare was transferred to Philhealth. An amount of some P530M was transferred from the estimated P3.5 billion Medicare funds. The remaining amount of about P3B stayed with OWWA with a commitment to develop a medical supplemental package for OFWs. To date, OWWA has not developed such. We propose that we get a clarification first from OWWA on the matter before we again take OWWA to task for the establishment of the OFW Medical Hospitals.
4. Philhealth's OWP Program – It has been two years since Philhealth started servicing the OFWs and their families for their health and medical needs. Philhealth has extensive network of services around the country (1,601 hospitals, 21,000 doctors, 16 regional offices outside the NCR, 3 NCR branches, more than 80 services offices and desks, 56 accredited collecting agents with more than 3,200 branches). What will be the complimentarity of Philhealth's OWP and the OFW Medical Hospitals? We propose that the Senate makes an initial assessment of Philhealth's OWP programs and services, identify the gaps, problems in the delivery of health and medical services to the OFWs and address these. 
5. An additional proposal is for Philhealth to enhance and improve the OWP program by issuing OWP cards that will automatically entitle the bearer to immediate attention and care in the hospitals; another is perhaps to develop OFW sections/ divisions in existing hospitals around the country for the same purpose. 
6. Onsite, there is a need for our government to establish an effective mechanism to monitor compliance of employers to provide health and medical insurance and regular medical check ups for our OFWs. Our OFWs leave the country with a clean bill of health. They come back home physically, psychologically and emotionally distressed. Our government must persevere to have dialogues and negotiations at the bilateral, regional and multilateral forums to address the rights and well being of migrant workers.   
7. All Filipinos, OFWs and non-OFWs -- deserve quality, affordable, accessible health, social and medical services from our government. While the national budget for health in 2008 increased by 22% (P2.715B), there is concern for the decrease in allocation for public hospitals and medical centers by 12% or P3.7 billion from this year's P4.2B.
Thank you. 
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Jinggoy welcomes queries on proposed Migrant Workers Hospital
 

Senate President Pro Tempore Jinggoy Ejercito Estrada has welcomed queries posed by a group advocating migrants’ rights on his Senate Bill 421 proposing the establishment of a special hospital for overseas Filipino workers and their dependents, called the Migrant Workers Hospital .
 

“I very much welcome and value inquiries and suggestions by all individuals and groups on my bill. This way, we can ensure that this proposed hospital will be truly representing the interests of our OFWs and their dependents,” said Jinggoy, concurrent Chairman of the Senate Labor and Employment Committee and of the joint Congressional Oversight Committee on Labor and Employment.
 

The Center for Migrants Advocacy (CMA) has said it welcomed the filing of bills seeking to put up a hospital devoted to OFWs and their dependents, particularly citing Estrada’s bill among others’.
 

CMA Executive Director Ellene Sana said her group wanted to be clarified about the bills, especially on how to implement them.
 

On the group’s query about beneficiaries, Estrada said the Migrant Workers Hospital shall primarily benefit OFWs and their dependents. The funding for its operations, the senator said, will come from appropriations from the national treasury.
 

The CMA also asked how the Hospital would coordinate with PhilHealth's overseas workers’ program, already with a network of hospitals, doctors and other personnel and facilities, to which Estrada replied: 
 

“The proposed Migrant Workers Hospital shall complement the existing package of services under the Medical Care Program (PhilHealth) so as to include preventive, promotive, diagnostic, curative and rehabilitative programs. We will devise an efficient system for this complementation.” 
 

“I thank the CMA for expressing their queries and concern about the bill. I am encouraging them, as well as all other groups and the individual OFWs themselves to participate in the discussions about this proposed hospital so we could make sure it would be the best special hospital for our modern heroes.”
 

(30)
  


